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IN THE ABSTRACT: 

At page 31, rewrite the Abstract of the Disclosure as follows: 

A method and a system are disclosed for processing a banknote. The method includes providing 
a banknote having at least one photonically active security feature, the banknote being moved 
along a conveyance path; illuminating the at least one security feature with light from a stimulus 
source; identifying a location of the at least one security feature by detecting an emission from 
the security feature; directing an excitation source at the identified location; illuminating the at 
least security feature with light from the excitation source; and detecting a further emission from 
the photonically active security feature in response to the light from the excitation source. The 
step of identifying may include operating a linescan camera having scan axis that is parallel to 
a conveyance axis, or a scan axis that is perpendicular to the conveyance axis. The s t ep of 
identifying may also include op e rating a single element de t ector to accumulate a line scan along 
t he bankn o te a t a same Cross-axis loca t ion as a field of view of the excitation source. In one 
embodiment t he s t ep of direc t ing includes delaying operation o f the excitation source for a period 
of tim e t hat is a function of at least a speed of conveyanc e , and a dis t ance be t w e en a illumination 
points of the stimulus source and the excitation source. The phot o nically active securi t y feature 
can include at leas t one thread o r planche t te or o t her structure, such as a t ape, having a substrate 
material and an electromagnetic radia t ion emi tt ing and ampli f ying material for providing a lasei - 
like emission. The s t ructure can be embedded wi t hin or dispos e d o n the banknote. The detected 
f urther emission maybe an optical code for identifying at l e ast one characteristic of the banknote. 
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